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ACA Annual Report 2014-2015 

Vision Statement 

The vision of Ankeny Christian Academy is that our students will attain an excellent  

Christ-centered education that will lead them to live both morally and ethically.  

This will successfully prepare our students to live, work, and raise their families  

according to the standards of Christ as they assume their adult roles in  

society and carry out the principles of the Great Commission. 

 

School Verse 

“But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:31 
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Building Christian Character for Tomorrow’s Leaders. 
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We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as inspired of God and inerrant in 
the original writings and that they are of supreme and final authority in faith and life (2 Timothy 
3:16, 2 Peter 1:21). 
 
We believe in the Triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is the omnipotent, omniscient, and 
omnipresent God who is sovereign over all. His sovereignty is seen in acts of creation, salvation, 
and continual care  
(1 John 5:7, Genesis 3:22, Psalm 2:7-8, Psalm 110:1). 
 
We believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, His virgin birth, His sinless life, His miracles, His atone-
ment for our sins by His blood sacrifice, His bodily resurrection, His ascension, and His personal 
return in power and glory (Isaiah 7:14, John 1:1, John 1:14,  John 8:58, Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthi-
ans 5:21, Titus 2:13). 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit who acts in and through people's lives today (John 16:8, 1 John 
2:27, Acts 13:2,  
Romans 5:5, 8:9, 8:26, Galatians 4:6). 
 
We believe that man was created in the image of God; that he sinned and thereby incurred not on-
ly physical death but also spiritual death, which is separation from God (Genesis 1:27, 2:17, 3:6; 
Romans 5:12). 
 
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a rep-
resentative and substitutionary sacrifice, and that all that believe in Him are justified on the 
grounds of His shed blood and resurrection (Romans 4:25, 2 Corinthians 5:21). 
 
We believe in the resurrection of the crucified body of the crucified Lord, in His ascension into 
heaven, and in His present life there for us, as High Priest and Advocate (1 Corinthians 15:4, He-
brews 4:14, 1 John 2:1). 
 
We believe that all who receive by faith the Lord Jesus Christ, are born again of the Holy Spirit and 
thereby become  
children of God (John 1:12, Acts 16:31, 20:21, John 5:24, Romans 3:28, 4:1-5, Galatians 2:16, 
Ephesians 2:8-10). 
 
We believe in the "Blessed Hope" the personal and imminent return of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ (Titus 2:13,  
Philippians 3:20). 
 
We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and unjust, in the everlasting joy of the 
saved, and the everlasting conscious suffering of the lost (John 5:28-29). 
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Goals/Priorities for Ankeny Christian Academy 
Adopted by the Board of Education September 2014 

Top one year goals/priorities: 

 

The vision of Ankeny Christian Academy (ACA) is that our students will attain an excellent Christ-
centered education that will lead them to live both morally and ethically. This will successfully  
prepare our students to live, work, and raise their families according to the standards of Christ as 
they assume their adult roles in society and carry out the principles of the Great Commission. 
With this vision in mind the ACA Board had set the following goals for the 2014 – 2015 academic 

year:  

 

1. Evaluate the professional development provided to our teachers related to biblical infu-
sion into the classroom culture and develop steps for improvement and/or expansion.  

 
Three sessions were provided for teachers this year to determine what types of biblical infusion are 
happening and discuss how ACA can improve in practitioner’s practice. There were two goals spent 
on biblical infusion. 
 
 Teachers will be more aware of how the Bible is used in their classrooms. 
 Teachers will be better able to develop a classroom culture with students who are more focused 

on their own attitudes and spiritual development. 
 
Throughout the year, elementary and special teachers along with Mrs. Hansen held discussions 
and created a chart to share what biblical integration is and is not. Work will continue with this 
goal in the 2015-2016 school year. The Building Leadership Team members met early in June to 
share insight from ACA teachers in ways to improve for next year. At least seven early dismissal 
periods will be designated for biblical infusion discussions in the 2015-2016 school year.  
 
The presentation heard by elementary teachers from speakers Don Johnson and Christian  
Overman entitled, “Making Connections: How to Put Biblical Worldview Integration into Practice” 
at the ACSI professional learning at Valley Church in October was very well received. Further  
research may be conducted in 2015-2016 regarding its framework for possible implementation at 
ACA in the future.   
 

2. Provide opportunities for all students to participate in a minimum of 2 service learning 
projects that will include pre and post reflection in their classroom to help develop 
Christian leadership and character.  

 
The school-wide service learning project this year was to collect health products, toys, and  
literature about the gospel of Christ to children around the world through Operation Christmas 
Child. In late October a DVD was shown to ACA students at chapel to explain this ministry and 
show our young people what distribution days were like world-wide. Mr. Ewest and Ms. Eppens 
supported the secondary and elementary students to communicate the expectation of the school-
wide project to homeroom teachers and ACA families. 
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Goals/Priorities 

3. In conjunction with administration, develop a program that practically equips and en-
courages students to lead and disciple fellow students.  

 
The board goals were discussed by Mr. Pals on October 14 at a secondary faculty meeting. On 
Monday, November 3, elementary teachers, special teachers, and Mrs. Hansen brainstormed 44 
ideas to develop a program that practically equips and encourages students to lead and disciple 
fellow students. This list was shared with secondary teachers by Mrs. Hansen on April 14.  
 
The following ideas will be discussed for students to lead and disciple other students for future  
implementation at ACA:  
 
 Scripture/memorization mates 
 Bible buddies  

 Prayer pals 
 Big sister/little sister mentoring opportunities 
 Secondary students share testimonies in elementary chapel 
 
Although much work was accomplished in 2014-2015 toward this goal, work will continue to  
create a vision for this program where the ACA mission can be ACA’s ultimate goal of Building 
Christian Character for Tomorrow’s Leaders.  
 
4. Evaluate the technology pilot program and develop the steps for expanding the program. 
 

The technology team requested funding from the capital campaign to purchase Chromebooks for use in the 

sixth grade classroom and the science classes during the 2014-2015 school year. The sixth grade teacher and 

the science teachers expected specific tasks to be accomplished using the Chromebooks.  

 

At year’s end the teachers came together to share with administration how they felt the first year of  

implementation went and ways that they hoped to use the Chromebooks and also laptops during the 2015-2016 

school year. The Technology Team members have been invited August 6, 2015 to reconvene and discuss the 

goals they had hoped to accomplish in 2014-2015. During that meeting recommendations for program  

expansion using technology in 2015-2016 will be created to present to the Board of Education members. 

 

During this last school year 2014-2015, we: 

 Purchased 40 Chromebooks and two carts. These were tested in the 6th grade and science classroom. They 

were also borrowed for use in other secondary classrooms, English and Spanish, for example.  

 Purchased 24 Lenovo classroom laptops w/o a cart.  These were not used as well as they could be. With a 

cart, they would have been able to be shared between classrooms easily. 

 Had a donation of 40 HP laptops that were distributed to different classrooms, on average about 4 per 

teacher who wanted these. They have now been wiped clean and will be running an Educational version of  

 Ubuntu this coming year.  

 Did not work on the wireless access points in the building, holding that off until the construction this  

 coming year. The quest is to receive a partial federal reimbursement for these devices, if possible. 

 Began construction of ACA’s fiber connection to the Iowa Communications Network.  
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5. Create a remodel-plan for the west end of the building, that is executable by the 2016- 
2017 academic year.  

 
The following was the timeline from 2014-2015:  
 October, 2014 - Ankeny Christian Academy accepted proposals from consultants to assist ACA 

with the construction process. Brant Carr from Henning Construction was hired to fill this 
position. 

 January, 2015 – The board approved Mr. Chris Eller to move forward in pursuing a completion 
date for west end building renovation of June 2016 pending finances.  Faculty and community 
members were asked to serve on a design team for the west end renovation. 

 February, 2015 – The facilities chair, Mrs. Leah Davenport, was given the assignment to submit 
leases terminating in October, 2015 for Daylight Donuts and French Way Cleaners so 
renovation on the west end of the building could begin.  

 March, 2015 – An RFP was released and four architects submitted their proposal and presented 
to ACA’s design team. Shiffler and Associates was hired as ACA’s architect for the west end 
renovation. 

 April/May, 2015 Input from staff, teacher, and administration about desired needs and space 
for the new area was gathered.  

 June/July, 2015 – architects continued to work with the design team and were provided input 
from ACA’s insurance company regarding building security. 

 The west-end renovation plans will be unveiled on August 20, 2015 at Orientation Night. 
 

Graduation Rate 
The ACA senior class of 2015 will have a graduation rate of 100%.  
 

Completion of a College Preparation Program 
Ankeny Christian Academy high school students must complete a thorough selection of classes 
before they are allowed to graduate. This selection includes four years of English/language arts; 
three or more years each of mathematics, science, and social studies; one credit of physical 
education; and one half credit of computer literacy and health as well as one semester each of 
economics and government. In addition, four years of Bible is required, along with six credits of 
elective classes.  
 
Our College Preparation State Accreditation in secondary classes requires that our seniors 
complete applications for acceptance to an accredited 4 year college/university before receiving 
an ACA diploma.  
 
The graduates from Ankeny Christian Academy will demonstrate the ability to: 

 Live a Christ-centered life in one’s home, church, and workplace 
 Demonstrate and be an advocate of 

lifelong learning 

ACT Test Scores 
  The ACT is designed to assess what high 
school students have learned in school. 
The multiple-choice tests cover four skill 
areas: English, mathematics, reading, and 
science. ACT results are accepted by 
virtually all U.S. colleges and universities. 
  The chart on the right gives average ACT 
test scores for ACA students as of  
June 15, 2015 
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Student Population & Attendance 
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Attendance 

Good attendance is imperative for quality education. Regular and punctual attendance at ACA is 
essential to the success of each student. Reliability and dependability are valued by everyone and 
both require self-discipline. 
 
Each day of 2014-2015 school year, Ankeny Christian Academy had 97% of its students in 
attendance. 
The average daily attendance rate for the school is: 
 Elementary – 97% 
 Jr. High – 97% 
 High School – 96% 
 

Student Population 

This year, Ankeny Christian Academy has enrolled 340 students preschool through 12th grade 
from 219 families. Families attend over 58 different churches in the Des Moines and surrounding 
area. 
 
Our school-aged children travel from the following 15 school districts: Ames, Ankeny, Ballard, 
Bondurant-Farrar, Carlisle,  Colfax-Mingo, Collins-Maxwell, Des Moines, Johnston, North Polk, 
PCM Community, Saydel Community, Southeast Polk, Waukee, and West Des Moines. 
 
We have added 42 new students in our school-aged classrooms, and 32 new families have 
partnered with ACA for DK– 12th grade during the 2014-15 school year.  
 
 

 
Ankeny Christian Academy provides Spanish, art, physical 
education, and vocal music instruction for our developmental 
kindergarten through twelfth grade students. Formal computer 
classes begin in third grade, and instrumental music instruction 
is an option beginning in fifth grade. Elementary students are able 
to check out books and DVDs from the school’s library weekly. 
 

 

ACA Student Enrollment 
Preschool/Childcare 56 
Elementary (DK-6)        180 
Junior High (7-8)         30 
High School (9-12)       74 
DK-12th Grade  284 
Total Enrollment       340 



 

 

Outstanding Student Achievements 
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Academics 
Academic Scholarships: Seniors have been awarded $319,000 so far 
in scholarships. 
NHS: Eight students were inducted into the Eagle Chapter of the 
National Honor Society in March 2015 to add to the eleven members 
currently involved in National Honor Society.  
Student Council: Seventh through twelfth grade students are 
represented by their peers in student council, meeting biweekly.  
Science Fair: ACA's Science Fair resulted in 42 blue ribbons 
(superior) and 9 red ribbons (excellent).  Our 4th, 6th, 8th, and 10th grade students participated. 

Elementary Speech Meet: All students in first through sixth 
grade participated in the ACA Elementary Speech Meet. Forty
-one students were chosen to attend the Iowa ACSI 

elementary speech meet. Thirty-three students received a 
blue (superior) ribbon, and 15 students received a red 
(excellent) ribbon.   
Secondary Speech Meet: Our secondary students 
participated in ACA's speech meet. Twenty-six superior 

ratings were achieved, there were 50 excellent ratings, and 25 
good ratings. No Iowa ACSI secondary speech meet was 

available for ACA students to attend. 
Math Olympics: We had 35 students participate in the ACSI Math Olympics. Three students 
received awards –one second, one third and one fourth place.   
Pi Day: Secondary students participated in Pi day activities. This year, we had five students 
memorize over 100 digits of pi, and one student set a new school record of 440 digits of pi! 
 

Athletics  
Golf:  In 2014, one player was a district qualifier 
Volleyball:   
1. The team was recognized by the Iowa Girls' High school 
Athletic Union for Distinguished  
Academic Achievement in maintaining a team grade point 
average of 3.61-4.00 during  
participation in interscholastic athletics  
2. Two athletes achieved first team all-conference  
3. One athlete achieved second team all-conference  
4. One achieved all-conference honorable mention  
5. One achieved Class 1A West Central All-District Team  
6. One achieved Class 1A All -State Honorable Mention  

7. The team again received the Sportsmanship Award for the 
Bluegrass Conference 
Football: One student was named first team all-district 
Girls’ Basketball:  
1. One student achieved first team all-conference award  
2. Two achieved second team all-conference  
3. One received an all-conference honorable mention. 
4. One player achieved the IBCA all-regions award 
Boys’ Basketball:  
1. One student achieved first team all-conference award  
2. Two achieved second team all-conference  

National Honor Society Students 

Students that participated in the ACSI Speech Meet 

The girls gather for a picture before celebrating senior 

night.  
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3. One received an all-conference honorable mention. 
4. One student was named to the All-Substate team, the Hy-Vee All State 2nd team and the INA All
-State 2nd team  
5. The team was recognized by the Iowa Boys' High School Athletic Union for Distinguished 
Academic Achievement in maintaining a team grade point average of 3.25-4.00 during 
participation in interscholastic athletics 

 
Fine Arts 
Art Fair: On Friday, April 17, eighteen 9th grade 12th grade high school art students attended 
and competed in the Blue Grass Conference Art Fair. With nine of the possible thirteen schools 
competing, ACA finished 4th overall in the conference behind ICA (1st), OM (2nd), and Lamoni 
(3rd). Standings were based on the number of medals earned and placings received throughout the 
competition. 
   ACA entered art work into nine out of twentyfour categories and won medals in six of those 
categories.  
1. ACA had a student receive1st place in Representational Acrylic Painting  
2. In Charcoal Drawing, ACA won 1st, 2nd, and 4th places  
3. In Textured Clay Bowls, ACA earned 2nd place  
4. A 3rd place award was received in Hand Built Ceramics 
5. In the Small Sculpture division, we received a 2nd place award  
6. In Color Photography, ACA had students earn 3rd place, 5th place, and an Honorable Mention 
7. A 2nd place and 5th place medal were received in Black & White Photography  
8. In the live competition, an ACA student won 1st place in Watercolor Landscapes 
9. Also, in the live competition in the “From Trash to Treasure” competition, we received 2nd and 
3rd place  
Art Festival: Eight pieces of art were chosen for  
display at the Des Moines Art Festival which will be held in June 
2015. 
Art Show: The ACA Art show was on display in the lobby for three 
weeks in spring 2015 displaying  
artwork from DK12th grade students. 
ArtShare: Several of our students had artwork chosen in 
ArtShare at Veridian. This artwork is on display throughout 
February 2016 at the Ankeny Blvd. Veridian branch. 
Drama: The drama department presented three performances of 
Cinderella (Enchanted Edition) to an audience of more than 900 
people.  
Honor Band:  
1. We had 1 student participate in South Central Iowa Bandmasters' Association (SCIBA) Honor 
Band 

2. We had one student was selected to participate in Drake Honor Band 
3. We had one student selected to participate in Iowa State Honor Band 
Conference Choir: Our choir students participated in the Bluegrass Conference Choir. 
Show Choir: ACA started our first show choir, Revelation. Our show choir performed for the first 
time at the spring concert. 
Solo Ensemble: We sent five Jr. High students to the Iowa Bandmasters' Association (IBA) Jr. 
High Solo/Ensemble festival. One duet received a Division 1 (Excellent) rating, two soloists 
received a Division 1 rating, and one soloist received a Division 2 (Good) rating. 

    
 

First ever show choir at ACA 
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We sent three instrumentalists and three vocalists as well as a chamber choir to Iowa High School 
Music Association (IHSMA) Solo/Ensemble competition. One instrumental soloist received a 
Division 1 (Superior) rating, One instrumental duet received a Division 2 (Excellent) rating. One 
vocalist received a Division 1 (Superior) rating. Two vocalists received a Division 2 (excellent) 
rating. The ACA Chamber Choir received a Division 1 (Superior) rating. 
   At the IHSMA solo/ensemble competition, one instrumentalist and the chamber choir earned 
Best in Center Awards and get the opportunity to perform in a recital at Iowa State University 
Recital Hall on May 13. ACA students earned 2 of the 4 Best in Center Awards in our area. 
Concert Choir: Concert choir had their first ever end of the year ukulele project. 

 
Spiritual Development 
Chapel: Ten secondary students were involved consistently in the chapel team which led the music 

and worship portion of secondary chapels each Wednesday. 

Selected elementary students led elementary chapel worship.  
Retreat: Our high school students participated in our Spiritual 
Leadership Retreat at Iowa Regular Baptist Camp in Clear Lake, 
IA. 
Day of Prayer: One high school student was chosen to pray for 
our country during the National Day of Prayer ceremony. 
Mission Trip: Our student council members went on a service 
trip to Shepherd’s Ministries in Wisconsin. 
Salvation: We have been informed of six students who have 

                       accepted Christ as their Savior this year. 
Service: Our elementary classes participated in various service 
projects including visiting local nursing homes, collecting canned 
goods for Food Bank of Iowa, collecting DVD’s for children’s 
hospitals, and other various ministries. 
   Many of our students volunteered at their local churches and in 
the community in a number of capacities. 
 
 

Outstanding Student Achievements 

Student led chapel happens on a weekly basis 
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Elementary Students and the Community 

Students are encouraged to get involved in periodic ministry opportunities and service projects. 
While we realize that many opportunities are available through area local churches, ACA desires 
to teach our students the importance of serving others and sharing the gospel with others. Listed 
below are the service projects each elementary class participated in this year. 
 

 The developmental kindergarten class collected items for a family in need to share at Christmas 
time. 

 Miss Brenner’s class made cards and treats to give to the Ankeny Police Department for 
National Peace Officers Memorial Day. 

 Miss Hult’s kindergarten class made a big card for a child in the hospital. 
 Both first grade classes spent time praying for the needs of others. They specifically prayed for 

a little girl who has been very ill and waiting for a heart, and they made pictures and cards for 

her. The first grade students have also pray for the office staff and others that serve the school. 
In December first grade students collected items for Hope Ministries, sent letters to members of 
the military, and sent encouraging cards to ACA teachers as well as a few children in the 
hospital over the Christmas season. 

 Both second grade classes went to Sunset Park to work on a service project together at the 
park. 

 Both third grade classes went to Sunny View Nursing Home in December. The students visited 
with the residents and sang a few songs. 

 Mrs. Stam’s third grade class went to Freedom for Youth Ministries and worked on landscaping 
and planting flowers. They also collected money to purchase flowers for this project. 

 The fourth grade class collected 162 DVDs to donate to children’s hospitals and pediatric 
departments. 

 The fifth grade class held a school-wide food drive in April. 
 The sixth grade class went to Vintage Hills Retirement Community and spent time with the 

residents there hoping to encourage and serve with their time and talents. 
 All students were invited to participate in PJ/hat day where students donated money to wear 

Pjs and/or hats. The money raised went to Beat Cancer Today. ACA students raised $514.65. 
This brings our five year total to $3802.54! 

 Our school participated in Operation Christmas Child. Students gave shoeboxes filled with 
toys, practical items, and gospel tracts. These items were sent to children around the world 
who otherwise might not receive any Christmas gifts. 

 

Secondary Students and the Community 

 National Honor Society students led a school-wide PJ/hat day. Students brought money to 
participate. The money raised went to Beat Cancer Today.  

 Our school participated in Operation Christmas Child. Students gave shoeboxes filled with 

toys, practical items, and the gospel. These items were sent to children around the world who 
otherwise might not receive any Christmas gifts. 

 High school students are encouraged to serve in the community and give of their time and 
talents. The purpose of ACA’s community service hours is to develop in our students a sense of 
responsibility for their community demonstrated through a spirit of voluntarism and to live out 
the example of Jesus Christ as the true servant. Graduating students are recommended to 
fulfill 80 hours of community service (or more) during their high school career. These activities 
are on a volunteer basis, anything for which the student receives remuneration is not 
considered community service. Twenty hours per year are recommended to meet this 80 hour 
in order for service hours to be listed on students’ transcripts. 
 
 

Community Involvement 
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Community Involvement 

 55% of the graduating seniors earned recognition for earning a minimum of 80 community 
service hours. 
 

 
 
 

Volunteers 

Ankeny Christian Academy could not operate without the assistance of the many volunteers 

throughout the year. Volunteers have helped in many different areas, including but not limited to: 

Parent Teacher Fellowship members, Junior Achievement teachers, computer technical help, 

drama and play production assistants, sound and light technicians, librarians and assistants, 

classroom helpers, lunch servers, recess monitors, secretarial assistants, Tuition Reduction 

Incentive Program (TRIP) volunteers, athletic volunteers, committee members, and volunteers for 

many fundraisers.  



 

 

Measuring Ankeny Christian Academy Success 

ACA uses the Iowa Assessments to measure the success and improvements of the students. Test 
results in reading comprehension, math total, and science are reported below.  
 
Reading: The results demonstrate students in grades 1-11 who were proficient or advanced in 
performance in the reading comprehension subtest of the Iowa Assessments. Overall students’ 
performance at proficiency or advanced in performance is 86.5%. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Math: The results demonstrate students in grades Kindergarten-11 who were proficient or 
advanced in performance in the mathematics total subtest of the Iowa Assessments. Overall 
students’ performance at proficiency or advanced in performance is 88.1%. 
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Science: The results demonstrate students in grades 2-11 who were proficient or advanced in 
performance in the science subtest of the Iowa Tests Assessments. Overall students’ performance 
at proficiency or advanced in performance is 95.4%. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Social Studies: The results demonstrate students in grades 2-11 who were proficient or 
advanced in performance in the social studies subtest of the Iowa Tests Assessments. Overall 
students’ performance at proficiency or advanced in performance is 94.1%. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Iowa Assessment Results 

 
 
 

 

Reading  
Long-Range Goal (New): 
95% of students will meet proficiency or advanced proficiency levels in reading comprehension skills on the Io-
wa Assessments. 
 
SIAC Recommended Annual Improvement Goal for 2014-2015: 
More ACA students within matched cohorts will be at proficiency or advanced proficiency levels according to the 
Iowa Assessments in reading than in the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
Report:  
In 2014-2015, 86.5% of the ACA 2nd – 11th grade students met proficiency or advanced proficiency in reading 
comprehension on the Iowa Assessment as compared to 81.7% of the matched cohorts in 1st-10th grades in 
2013-2014.  
 
Goal was met. 

 

 
Mathematics 

New Long-Range Goal : 
95% of students will be proficient in the mathematics on the Iowa Assessment. 
 
SIAC Recommended Annual Improvement Goal for 2014-2015: 
More ACA students within matched cohorts will be at proficiency or advanced proficiency levels according to the 
Iowa Assessments in math than in the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
Report:  
In 2014-2015, 88.8% of the 1st —11th grade students met proficiency or advanced proficiency in math on the 
Iowa Assessment as compared to 86.0% of the matched cohorts in K—10th grades in 2013-2014. 
 
Goal was met. 

 

Science  

Long-Range Goal (New): 
95% of students will be proficient in the science composite on the Iowa Assessments. 
 
SIAC Recommended Annual Improvement Goal for 2014-2015: 
More ACA students within matched cohorts will be at proficiency or advanced proficiency levels according to the 
Iowa Assessments in science than in the 2013-2014 school year. 

 
Report:  
In 2014-2015, 95.4 % of the 3rd-11th grade students met proficiency or advanced proficiency in the science por-
tion of the Iowa Assessment as compared to 90.1% of the matched cohorts in 2nd-10th grades in 2013-2014. 
 
Goal was met. 
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NEW - Social Studies 

Long-Range Goal : 
95% of students will be proficient in the social studies on the Iowa Assessment. 
 
SIAC Recommended Annual Improvement Goal for 2014-2015 (yet to be approved): 
More ACA students within matched cohorts will be at proficiency or advanced proficiency levels 
according to the Iowa Assessments in math than in the 2013-2014 school year. 
 
Report:  
In 2014-2015, 94.12% of the 3rd -11th grade students met proficiency or advanced proficiency in 

social studies on the Iowa Assessment as compared to 81.7% of the matched cohorts in 2nd - 
10th grades in 2012-2013. 
 
Goal was met. 



 

 

School Improvement Advisory Council (SIAC) 

This year the School Improvement Advisory Council (SIAC) met quarterly and accomplished much. 
SIAC membership is comprised of parents, grandparents, educators, high school students, and 
area business leaders. The purpose of the council is to make recommendations to the ACA Board 
of Education and determine educational needs, student learning goals, long range goals, and 
annual improvement goals. These goals include, but are not limited to, the state indicators that 
address reading, mathematics, and science achievement and give desired levels of student 
performance and progress toward meeting these goals. Data is shared for bullying, harassment, 
prevention goals, programs, training, and other  initiatives. 
 
The members of the SIAC include:  Katelyn Cameron, Aaron Coburn, Julie Cronk, Mike Craighead, 
Payton Davis, Elizabeth Deo, Linda Ellis, Joyce Hansen, Jon Hopkins, Allison Howard, Aaron Pals, 
Jaxon Payne, Travis Risvold, Phil Swift, Noah Szymanski 
 

During the year, SIAC members gave input and asked questions about the following topics that 
were presented throughout the year at quarterly meetings: 

 

 Elementary and secondary student culture and climate 
survey results 
 

 Building expansion, curriculum enhancements, 
technology advancements through Capital Campaign 
 

 Iowa Core Standards/Benchmarks 
 

 Association of Christian Schools accreditation 
requirements 
 

 Crisis management initiatives at ACA and evacuation/
lockdown procedures in lieu of  A.L.I.C.E. protocol (alert, 

lockdown, inform, counter, evacuate) 
 

 Graduation survey for post secondary education and career 
 

 Student achievement results regarding performance by ACA students for Iowa Core in  
relationship to other schools in AEA 11 area as well as the state of Iowa 

 

 Elementary and secondary student 
achievement results from Iowa Assessments in 
2014-15 

 

 Recommendations for board of education’s 
considerations for 2015-16 student achievement 
goals in reading, math, science, and social studies 
 
The goal: More students within matched cohorts 
will be at proficiency or advance proficiency levels 
according to the Iowa Assessments in reading, 
math, science, and social studies in 2015-2016 
than in the 2014-2015 school year.  

Page 16 



 

 

Faculty and Staff Information 

Page 17 

Staff Statistics: 

Total number of employees (including full time and part time staff): 55 
Teaching staff: 29 
Support staff (includes clerical, custodians, maintenance, development, and food service):13 
Preschool/child care associates: 12 
Administrators: 1 
 

Instructional Staff 

Number of Teachers: 29 
State Certified Teachers: 28 (excludes Bible teacher for which there is no state certification) 
Percentage with Bachelor’s Degree: 100% 
Percentage with Master’s Degree: 14% 
 

Teacher Experience: 

0-3 Years – 31% 
4-9 Years – 24% 
10-14 Years – 3% 
15+ Years – 31% 
 
Each morning, faculty and staff meet for a short devotion and prayer time, allowing them to pray 
for the school’s  
direction, the students’ needs, and for one another.  
 
New teachers are assigned an informal teacher mentor to help them acclimate to the academy 
and their responsibilities in the classrooms. The school administrators also meet with new  
teachers weekly for encouragement, prayer, and question and answer time.  
 
ACA is blessed with competent, caring teachers and devoted staff. The school’s signature is  
quality teachers and a staff that provide incredible service to students and association members. 
Please pray for the men and women who impart God’s Word to the next generation. 



 

 

 Spiritual Development 
The entire ACA faculty was blessed once again to attend the October 17 & 18, 2013 Association of 
Christian Schools International (ACSI) virtual professional development entitled, Empowered.  The 
event was held in West Des Moines at Valley Church.  This year participant numbers grew!  
Participants were from 47 states and South Africa and the Bahamas.  The event had 14,000 
participants who experienced the encouragement of gathering together as Christian educators. 
 
The verse the professional development two day learning experience was based from  
2 Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped 
for every good work.” The following were the speakers during the two day professional development 
experience: 

 
1. Dr. Dan Egeler 

The Power of Relationships 
2. Drs. Harry and Rosemary Wong 
Classroom Management: The Key to Classroom 
Success 
3. Dr. Robert Marzano 
The Art and Science of Teaching 
4. Laci Demeter 
The Global Movement of Christian Schooling 
5. Jon Bergmann 
Reach Every Student in Every Class Every Day 
6. Dr. Christian Overman 
What is the Context? Simple Tools That Bring 
Meaning to Learning and Help Educators Teach from 
a Distinctive (Christian and Biblical Worldview) 

7. Dr. William Sheals 
Faith Makes the Difference  

 
Research shows when teachers form communities and engage in discussion about learning they 
learn and grow from one another. Scripture gave us that truth long ago in Proverbs 27:17. “As iron 
sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.” Certainly this truth applies to our spiritual lives, 
but it applies to our professional lives as well. 
 
Christian educators share a community; we 
share similar beliefs and hold to a common 
purpose. After the two day learning in October, 
ACA teachers had the opportunity to continue 
learning online through ACSI’s professional 

development vehicle called ConNEXUS. This 
allows educators to reach beyond the walls of 
ACA, making tangible the ties and connections 
that already exist and allows us to connect as 
like-minded Christian educators whether we are 
in classrooms next door, across town, or across 
the country. This learning community 
philosophy encourages and builds one another 
up, uniting us as a community to serve with 
excellence.  
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ACA Professional Learning 

Each Friday when students are released to begin their 
weekend at 1:40 pm, educators at ACA continue the 
school day concentrating on their own learning. The em-
phasis in 2014-2015 was how to gain important infor-
mation through pre-testing and using results to differen-
tiate the students’ instruction/learning tasks. 
 
Throughout the year, teachers created learning experi-
ences for their students that were varied from traditional 
lecture or discussions which allowed students choices in 
completing learning tasks using choice menus. 
 
Many Friday afternoons teachers worked on curriculum 

mapping and entered various data on Curriculum Trak. 
This vehicle is used by a number of Christian schools across the nation. Many hours were spent 
by co-teachers or teachers who teach the same content entering biblical integration, essential 
questions, and standards and benchmarks. Learning tasks, teaching resources, and assessment 
examples were posted on the on-line data base. Higher order thinking skills along with multicul-
tural and gender fair activities are included in each unit of study outlined on Curriculum Trak. 
This type of curriculum mapping is required for Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI) accreditation. 
 
The biblical integration framework found as part of Curriculum Trak was created by Dr. Mark 
Eckel. He is the author of multiple books and was a professor at Cedarville University. The  
teachers at ACA may use the examples found from Eckel’s database but can feel free to include 
their own ideas and Scripture from God’s Word to incorporate into all subject matter taught at 
ACA. 
 
A second emphasis of the Friday afternoon Professional Learning sessions at ACA was  
differentiated instruction. Differentiated instruction is a teaching philosophy based on the premise 
that teachers should adapt instruction to student differences. Rather than marching students 
through the curriculum in lockstep, teachers should modify their instruction to meet students’ 
varying readiness levels, learning preferences, and interests. 
 
Junior high and high school teachers worked together to read and study God’s Word to create lists 

of Scripture passages that could be used when educating, 
mentoring, and counseling students at ACA. The instructors 
felt having a common set of Scripture passages in working 
with youth could benefit not only the teachers but the stu-
dents alike. Topics were placed on a shared document where 

teachers could access them when they were needed as re-
sources in working with secondary students.  
 
Elementary teachers held discussions on how the Bible was 
used in their classrooms. They learned from one another 
how co-workers were integrating God’s Word into their  
lesson plans and in their teaching. Discussions were held on 
how developing a classroom culture founded on God’s truth 

and students who are more focused on their own attitudes and spiritual development individually 
as well as corporately. 
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ACSI Accreditation   

The quest for accreditation by the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI) is still  
under way. Three major projects have yet to be completed and when they have been completed the 
site visit will occur at Ankeny Christian Academy. 
 
The first quest is to map our curriculum by each subject matter at each grade level. Much work 
was accomplished as the teachers learned the components of Curriculum Trak. Every elementary 
teacher completed work listing all topics covered in the Pearson’s envision Math as well as other 
concepts and skills expected to be learned outlined in the Iowa Core for mathematics. 
 
The second quest toward accreditation was to create a procedure for ACA to use in providing  
assistance to students who may need additional teaching/re-teaching or would require compacting 
of curriculum to work at a more rigorous/advanced level. 
 
At ACA, we create plans to ensure students are successful here at ACA. When we see the need, 
students, teachers, parents/guardians, and the administrator work together to create Student 
Success Plans (SSP). Although SSPs have been created and used for years at ACA, more of them 
have been drafted this year due to the conversations that take place each Friday when groups of 
teachers meet in Professional Learning Teams to discuss student progress. During Professional 
Learning Community time instructors consider strategies and accommodations that could assist 
students in being more successful in their understanding of course content, work completion, or-
ganization, study skills, and even prompt and consistent attendance. Goals are set for students by 
teachers and their progress is tracked and communicated internally each quarter. Contact your 
child's teacher or me if you would like to see if your student(s) may qualify for a Student Success 
Plan!  
 
Mrs. Hansen and Mr. Pals worked on creating a protocol flip chart for employees to reference in a 
drill or emergency. Various procedures were outlined: fire, tornado, hazardous chemicals, bomb 
threat, and violent intruder situations. 
 



 

 

Page 21 

Curriculum  

During the faculty meetings to evaluate spelling programs during the 2014-2015 school year four 
published materials were reviewed:  A Beka, Bob Jones University Press, Association of Christian 
Schools International (ACSI), and Zaner Bloser. The DK-6th grade teachers evaluated the above 
four resources in least comprehensive to most comprehensive.  The rigor of the ACSI word list and 
focus on vocabulary compared to the BJU program was evident. 
 
In the past ACSI spelling resources had been adopted and implemented in all elementary 
grades.  During the evaluation two years ago it was determined to pilot BJU at the elementary 1-3 
grade levels in hopes that the word list for vocabulary and spelling would transfer to our BJU 
reading. After two years of implementation of BJU spelling, on a pilot basis, should the  
connection expected between spelling and reading was not significant.  During 2013-2015 ACSI 
spelling was continued for grades 4-6th. 
 
During the 2014-2015 school year the teachers evaluated all 4 spelling programs using a  
rubric. Teachers, after evaluating at each grade level and communicating with the grade level  
below and above, it was evident that although the ACSI spelling product was better in rigor and 
resources than the BJU product, it still was less comprehensive than the published spelling pro-
gram of Zaner Bloser.   
 
The following were the comments readied for the board meeting on May 28, 2015 by elementary 
teachers and Mrs. Hansen for recommending the Zaner Bloser Spelling Program: 
 

1. Words are used in context so spelling patterns and word definitions of vocabulary are  
 More transferable in writing and speaking. 
2. Cross curricular activities are available and have connects to thinking, phonics, reading, 
 writing, social studies, science, fine arts, as well as 21st Century Skills. 
3. Numerous choice options are available for practicing the word lists to commit to memory 
 and making it permanent in application to written products. 
4. The word lists are created using word families rather than the current ACSI lists which are 
 based upon a theme.  Eg. athletic words, cooking words, etc. 
5. Greater opportunities are provided for students to learn more challenging words. 
6. A larger number of spelling words are expected for exposure, practice, and application at 

every grade level. 
7. Glossaries are provided in the back of each student workbook which provide reading/  
 language arts skills of alphabetical order, parts of speech, and syllabication. 
8. Technology integration exists more consistently. 
9. No examples of humanism was noted at any grade level when evaluation was conducted. 
10. The ACSI has very little Biblical integration and the instructors do add their own integration 
 of God’s character in the current spelling series so continuing their quest with Zaner Bloser 
 will NOT pose difficulty.   

 
Proposal: 
The administration and 100% of the elementary faculty requested the ACA Board of Education au-
thorize the adoption and implementation of the Zaner Bloser Spelling Program. At their May 2015 
board meeting, the board approved the adoption of the Zaner Bloser Spelling Program to begin in 
2015-2016 at ACA. 
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Marketing Report 
Marketing Report  
The 2014-2015 school year was a very busy one regarding the work done to create a branding 
guide, launch a new logo for the school as well as child care, paint the building, and hang new 
signage. There are a number of ways that people discover Ankeny Christian Academy: word of 
mouth from those who share the great things going on at ACA, our location, and our website. 
 
Board member Mr. Eller worked diligently to build our new website. Mrs. Charlton,  
Mrs. Roozeboom, and Mrs. Crown have been working with him to input the information. Hopefully, 
this new website will be available during the 2015-2016 school year. Watch for more information 
to come with its launch. 
 
Many people not only view our website but make it a point to get on ACA’s Facebook. We currently 
have 708 “likes” on our Facebook site. We also have a Twitter account that you should check out. 

Also, discover all that’s happening through our ACA Weekly Announcements which are sent every 
Friday throughout the school year. 
 
As Ankeny Christian Academy continues to grow, the most consistent method of recruitment con-
tinues to be personal referrals. Families continue to share with others about the benefits of  
Christian education and how it has affected their child(ren)’s spiritual, academic, and social 
growth . ACA promotes to the community through different avenues of advertisement and by  
maintaining active Facebook and Twitter accounts. In addition, annual events with a community 
reach were: Run with the Spirit 5K and Fun Run, the Annual Benefit and Auction, the craft fair, 
the garage sale, and the spring play serve as excellent opportunities to promote ACA to the  
community.   
    
The development office published their tenth edition of the quarterly publication, “Forward in 
Faith” this spring. The object of this communication was to provide our parents, donors, and visi-
tors an enjoyable, informative read of both recent and upcoming events taking place at ACA. The 
development newsletter has allowed ACA to specifically highlight academics, athletics, and fine 
arts through the inclusion of interviews, articles, and photos.  
 
ACA is proud to be part of a thriving community and partners with the Chamber of Commerce not 
only through membership, but through sponsorship, volunteerism, and involvement at events 
such as the annual dinner, annual golf outing, Education Celebration, and Summerfest as well as 
member events throughout the year.  2014 highlighted the second year of inclusion for ACA  
student artists at the Chamber’s annual ArtShare event held at Veridian Credit Union on Ankeny 
Blvd. and Magazine St. in Ankeny. Visit the artwork created by ACA students when you stop in 
Veridian Credit Union! 
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Development Office 
Ankeny Christian Academy’s development office consists of two part-time positions:  Development  
Director Lydia Quick and Marketing Director Amanda Charlton.   
 
‘Forward in Faith’ Capital Campaign 
Currently over 220 people have pledged support to the campaign. $1.26 million has been raised in  
pledges and donations to date. The campaign will end in the fall with a groundbreaking celebra-
tion for the West End Renovations. The Education Foundation of ACA will continue to manage the 
campaign and release funds per requests approved by the board of education. Campaign funds 
will go towards paying for the renovations starting Fall/Winter 2015, continue to fund technology 
updates, and other board approved projects relating to facility and non-general budget approved 
expenses. 
 

Student Tuition Organization (STO) 
Every year, ACA is blessed to offer limited tax credits through the Heart of Iowa Student Tuition  
Organization (STO). These tax credits help ensure that scholarships are available to provide access 
to ACA’s Christ-centered education to all who wish to enjoy that privilege. Iowa law allows the STO 
to provide donors with a State of Iowa tax credit certificate equal to 65 percent of the donation 
amount. The credit replaces the opportunity to claim this gift as a charitable donation on Iowa tax 
returns, but does not impact the ability to claim the gift on the Federal Tax return. The  
combination of the credit and the deduction creates a giving opportunity with minimal out-of-
pocket expenses for donors.  The STO accepts gifts of both cash and stock. You may restrict your 
gift to students at ACA or you may designate an unrestricted donation. In 2014, ACA fulfilled our 
allotted tax credits of $140,550 by December 31. ACA’s total tax credits allotted for 2015 is 
$149,550. 
 
Education Foundation of Ankeny Christian Academy 
The Education Foundation of Ankeny Christian Academy exists to maximize charitable resources 
to advance and expand quality educational experiences that equip students to become all that God 
wants them to be to glorify Him and to bring honor to their school, families, and communities. The 
Education Foundation Board of Directors is made up of community members, Association par-
ents, teachers and alumni who have a heart for Christian education. 
 
The Foundation’s annual meeting took place on April 18, 2015. David Hansen’s term as a director 
expired. A new officer slate was voted on unanimously. Association parent Brian Herbel was unan-
imously voted on as a new Foundation  
director.  
 
2014 Board of Directors    2015 Board of Directors 
Carolyn Cole, President    Carolyn Cole, President 

Don Buell, Treasurer    Pastor Brian Ruggles, Vice-President 
Brenda Schilling, Secretary   Don Buell, Treasurer 
Amy Cameron     Brenda Schilling, Secretary 
David Fisher      Amy Cameron 
Dave Gascho      David Fisher 
David Hansen     Dave Gascho 
Beth Heggen      Beth Heggen 
Dr. Steve Mickelson     Brian Herbel 
Lydia Quick      Dr. Steve Mickelson 
Pastor Brian Ruggles    Lydia Quick 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial Data 

Ankeny Christian Academy’s enrollment has been increasing, and we are ending the 2014-2015 
school year with a DK-12th grade enrollment of 281 and including preschool 341.  
 
The following charts describe our projected budgeted income and expenses for 2015-2016 from the 
treasurer’s report at the Annual Meeting in May of 2015.  
 

 

   Budgeted Income 
$2,399,470 
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95.4% 

2.3

1.5
.8% 

Tuition and Fees 

$2,288,720 

Donations 

$55,300 

Rentals 

$35,700 

Fundraising 

$19,750 

61.7% 15.2% 

10.2% 

12.8% 
Payroll & Taxes 

$1,479,200 

Scholarships & Discounts 

$363,500 

Operating Expenses 

$245,370 

Building & Grounds 

$307,600 


